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Introduction 

- Example of human/environment interactions in a context of 
a first settlement of an area 
 

- Definition of the Cerrado biome 
 

- Description of technology and ways of live of the first 
humans in Central Brazil 
 

- Considerations about the use of the notion of human 
adaptation to his environment for early prehistoric periods 
(hunters and gatherers) 
 
 



IBGE 

The Cerrado biome 

- Central Brazil 
 

- 2nd largest biome of 
Brazil 
 

- 2 millions km² (almost ¼ 
of the Brazilian territory 
and ½ of the European 
Union) 



RECOR RECOR 

The Cerrado biome 

- Open vegetation 
 

- CƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ άŀǊōƻǊŜŀƭ 
ǎŀǾŀƴƴŀέ 
 

- Very rich biodiversity 
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Physical context 
The Brazilian Central Plateau 

 

Cerrado area 

- Precambrian shield 
- Most of the plateau is 

between 500 and 1.000 m 
a.s.l. 

- Uneven reliefs 
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Climate 

- Hot and subhumid tropical 
climate 
 

- Temperature is stable 
throughout the year (20/25°C) 
 

- Annual rainfall range: 1.000 ς 
2.000 mm, but very strong 
seasonality of precipitation: 
 
 
 
 

ά{ǳƳƳŜǊέ 
(November to April): 

Rainy season 
 
 
 
 
 

ά²ƛƴǘŜǊέ 
(May to October): 

Dry season 
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The Cerrado vegetation 

WWF 

- Arboreal savanna 
 

- Permanent grass cover  
 

- Trees with large leaves, contorted trunk, 
thick bark 
 

- Interactions vegetation/fires 
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Vegetation physiognomy 

Diversity of the landscapes in the Cerrado: 
 
 a continuum from forest to open grassland 
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ICMBio 

Cerradão 
Forest  
- Arboreal cover > 60% 
- Canopy at about 7m (with some 
trees until 15m) 
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ICMBio 

Cerrado stricto sensu 
Arboreal savanna 
- Dominated by trees (around 3 m high) and shrubs 
- Continuous grass layer 
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Gottsberger, 2006 

Campo cerrado 
Shrubby savanna 
- Continuous grass layer 
- Low trees (until 2m high) and shrubs, from 10 to 40% cover 
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ICMBio ICMBio 

Campo sujo and Campo limpo 
Grasslands, with some scattered trees and shrubs (Campo sujo), 
or not (Campo limpo). 
 



Gottsberger, 2006 

RECOR 
Gottsberger, 
2006 

Gallery forest 

Dense forest along the valleys 
(canopy around 15m) 



ICMBio ICMBio 

Vereda 

Marshy grassland in alluvial plains with Buritis palms. 


