MAPHAR- MESTRADO EM ARQUEOLOGIA PRÉ-HISTÓRICA E ARTE RUPESTRE.

Technological and cultural perspectives in
the community of Encruzilhada de São
João - PE - Brazil, ten years after an
analysis of tourism revitalization.

RODRIGO DE MELO SANTOS.

 Encruzilhada de São João, district of the city of Bezerros - PE - Brazil, is a

Brief history
of the
community.

community known for its gastronomic tourism. In its bars and
restaurants we find a variety of regional dishes that please the most
different palates. It is one of the main attractions of the region and, for
more than 50 years, the population settled there, looked for a way to
survive, generating work and income with the installation of stands on
the margins of a highway.

 The region is located in harsh Pernambuco, and has a semi-arid climate
with tropical stretches, the altitude reaches 957 meters.

 The predominant vegetation is the Caatinga;
 The 2010 census registered 2,927 inhabitants.
 The economy is based on gastronomy, handicrafts and the production
of cakes and cookies.

Sources:
http://populacao.net.br/populacao-encruzilhada-de-sao-joao_bezerros_pe.html
https://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bezerros

 Ten years ago a research was carried out in the community by

The First
Survey in
2010.

students of the tourism course Andrea Oliveira and Rodrigo Santos,
from the Osman Lins Faculty - FACOL, who identified the following
problems in the locality:

 Lack of infrastructure in the locality;
 Neglect of public management with the community;
 Lack of treated water for food consumption and handling;
 Lack of Sanitation in the Workplace;
 Lack of lighting at night;
 Stands without standardized structure;
 Lack of security.
 Lack of public restrooms and sanitary inspection.
(Oliveira, A. Santos, R. Pág. 38 e 39 - 2010).

The potential
of the
community.

 When we researched the gastronomic tourism of Encruzilhada de São
João in 2010, we saw that it needed a revitalization and that, in
addition, it could be explored as a sustainable tourist product integrated
with the local community, since gastronomy is important for the
tourism and provides countless opportunities for the receiving
community, the public sector and the private sector. Oliveira (2005,
p.87), points out that “Many cities have become known and attractive
for the products they offer at the table.”(own translation)

The role of
public
authorities.

 When the study was carried out, the local public authority
responsible for guaranteeing basic conditions to citizens did not
comment on the facts, nor was it interested in answering the
questions they were sent or acknowledging the results produced in
the research.
 On the other hand, it is clear that the Federative Republic of Brazil is
a signatory to the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization - UNESCO, promulgated in 2003, and ratified by
Brazil through Federal Decree No. 5,753, of April 12, 2006;
 In addition, decree No. 47.129, of February 14, 2019, of the
government of Pernambuco guarantees the preservation of the
implementation and execution of public cultural policies aimed at
safeguarding the State's immaterial cultural heritage. In addition to
other guidelines.
 we wonder: why has nothing been done so far?

 In

The current
scenario.

February 2020, we were able to return to the community to see the
changes that occurred over these past 10 years. And to our surprise, little has
changed ...
 The number of stands increased from 46 to 60 and restaurants from 10 to 13
 The structures remain the same;
 The lack of treated water and sanitation too;
 Security and lighting have also not improved;
 And hygiene conditions remain the same.
 There was no investment from the state government or the local city hall.

Exposed meats in 2010

Exposed meats in 2020

The current
scenario.

Lack of sanitation in 2010.

Lack of sanitation in 2020.

Lack of structure on the premises in 2010. Lack of structure on the premises in 2020.

The
community's
perspectives.

 The community under study was gradually adapting, according to the
problems that arose. Thus, they managed to have their space in the
place where they are today, they were able to manifest their cultural
identity according to their need for survival.
 “Juliano, M. and Yunes, M. pág. 135, 2014, they say that: Relationships
between people and environments offer possibilities of support in
times of crisis or change and can create opportunities for human
development through the quality of livelihoods, job opportunities,
study, friendships, leisure, support and affection relationships.” (own
translation).
 For “Nogami, see p. 49, 2012, The development of a society takes place
through technological and economic improvements and advances,
requiring technological innovation.” (own translation).
 Could we classify this community as resilient?

Discussion and
Considerations.

 We understand that: The economic development of a community
fosters its resilience insofar as it offers volume, diversity in
economic resources and equality in their distribution. (Oliveira, A.
Morais, N. p. 1735, 2018).
 It is possible to perceive that the community yearns for
improvements in working conditions, in the local infrastructure, in
the development and growth of the only activity that generates
work and income in a place that has a great lack of resources.
 The most contradictory thing about all of this is that there are
conventions that deal worldwide with questions about
safeguarding intangible cultural heritage, to which Brazil is a
signatory, and which the state government should also follow.
 Meanwhile, the community is oblivious and unaware that the
customs, representations, expressions, celebrations, knowledge,
wisdom and techniques it possesses are part of its identity and its
cultural heritage that ought to be recognized.

All art is local before being regional, but if it
works, it will be contemporary and universal.
Ariano Suassuna

Thanks.
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